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	Academic year that this summary covers
	2026-2027
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	September 2025

	Date this summary will be reviewed
	July 2027

	Name of the school music lead
	Mr S Bratley

	Name of school leadership team member with responsibility for music (if different)
	

	Name of local music hub 
	

	Name of other music education organisation(s) (if partnership in place) 
	United Learning Central team



This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across three areas – curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences – and what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our pupils’ music education. 
[bookmark: _Toc357771640][bookmark: _Toc346793418]Part A: Curriculum music
This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and any music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve.
	At The Albion Academy, music is a vital part of a broad and balanced curriculum. Our curriculum is designed to engage and inspire pupils whilst developing a lifelong appreciation of music. Through practical music-making, listening, performing, composing and evaluation, students develop the knowledge, skills and confidence to become successful musicians and informed listeners. 
The Key Stage 3 curriculum aims to develop pupils' active, cognitive and social learning through a carefully sequenced programme of study. Students progressively build their musical knowledge, understanding and practical skills whilst developing musicianship, creativity, teamwork, leadership, resilience and self-confidence. The curriculum is inclusive and ambitious, ensuring all pupils can access and succeed in music regardless of their starting points.
Students study a wide range of musical genres, styles and traditions from different cultures and historical periods. Through performing, composing and listening activities, pupils develop an understanding of the elements of music, musical vocabulary and analytical skills while broadening their cultural awareness. The curriculum is informed by the National Curriculum and the Model Music Curriculum, ensuring progression in practical, theoretical and creative musical skills. 
Our curriculum follows a mastery approach, allowing students to revisit, retrieve and apply prior learning throughout Key Stage 3. Knowledge and skills are regularly revisited through practical performance, listening activities and low-stakes assessment opportunities to ensure learning is retained and embedded before students’ progress to more challenging concepts. This approach helps students develop secure foundations in musical understanding and performance. 
Singing forms an integral part of classroom music-making and students regularly perform as individuals, in pairs and in larger ensembles. Students also experience a variety of classroom instruments and music technology, enabling them to develop performance skills, composition techniques and confidence in creative music-making. These experiences provide important preparation for future musical study and participation beyond the classroom. 
At Key Stage 4, students can choose to study Eduqas GCSE Music. The course builds upon the knowledge and skills developed at Key Stage 3 and provides opportunities for students to develop advanced performance, composition and listening skills. Through the study of a wide range of musical styles and traditions, students become increasingly independent musicians whilst preparing for further study and careers within the creative industries. 
Performance is embedded throughout the music curriculum. Students regularly share their work through informal classroom performances, ensemble projects, assessment activities and academy-wide events. We celebrate both the process and product of musical learning through opportunities such as performances, the annual Big Sing, songwriting projects and wider performing arts events, helping students develop confidence, communication skills and pride in their achievements.
The Music Department works closely with the Drama Department, United Learning colleagues and external partners to ensure students benefit from a rich and diverse musical education that supports both academic success and personal development. 
For further information regarding curriculum content, curriculum maps and support for students with SEND, please visit the Music curriculum page on the academy website:
https://www.albionacademy.org/curriculum/whole-school-curriculum/music


[bookmark: _Toc443397160]Part B: Co-curricular music
This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time, including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music beyond the core curriculum.
	Music extends beyond the classroom at The Albion Academy through a range of opportunities designed to develop students' musical skills, confidence and enjoyment of music.
Students can participate in Music Club and Vocal Club, which are open to students across Key Stages 3 and 4. These activities provide opportunities for students to rehearse, perform, collaborate and develop their musicianship outside of curriculum lessons. Students are encouraged to explore a wide range of musical styles and to develop their performance skills in a supportive and inclusive environment.
The Music Department works closely with the Drama Department to provide performance opportunities through school productions, concerts and showcase events. Students are encouraged to audition and participate in productions either as performers, musicians or members of the technical team. These experiences contribute to the development of teamwork, leadership, creativity and resilience.
Students have access to the Music Department's practice facilities and rehearsal spaces during breaktimes and lunchtimes on Mondays and Fridays. These sessions provide opportunities for individual practice, ensemble rehearsal, coursework preparation and informal music-making. GCSE Music students are particularly encouraged to make use of these facilities to support their performance and composition work.
The Albion Academy is proud to offer a substantial programme of funded peripatetic instrumental tuition for both Key Stage 3 and Key Stage 4 students. Currently, more than 120 students receive instrumental lessons, providing opportunities to develop specialist performance skills alongside their classroom music education. This funding helps remove barriers to participation and ensures that a greater number of students can benefit from high-quality instrumental teaching and personalised musical development.
Students receiving instrumental tuition are encouraged to participate in performances, showcases, competitions and wider enrichment activities throughout the academic year. These opportunities allow students to demonstrate their progress, develop confidence as performers and contribute positively to the musical life of the academy.
We are committed to ensuring that all students can access musical opportunities regardless of their background, prior experience or ability. Through our curriculum, instrumental provision and enrichment programme, students are supported to develop confidence, creativity, resilience and a lifelong engagement with music.


Part C: Musical experiences
This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts.
	Music plays an important role in the wider life of The Albion Academy, providing students with opportunities to perform, create and experience music beyond the classroom. Throughout the academic year, students are encouraged to engage in musical activities as performers, composers, listeners and audience members.
Students have opportunities to participate in a variety of musical events, including:
· Winter Concert
· Summer Performing Arts Showcase
· Whole School Production
· Celebration Assemblies
· Vocal Club and Instrumental Performances
· Community and Trust-wide performance opportunities where available
These events provide valuable opportunities for students to showcase their talents, celebrate their achievements and perform to live audiences. Participation is open to students from all year groups and abilities, ensuring that music remains accessible and inclusive for the whole school community.
During the 2025–26 academic year, Year 7 students participated in a whole-year-group body percussion workshop delivered by renowned percussionist Ollie Tunmer from Beat Goes On. This engaging and interactive experience introduced students to ensemble performance, rhythm and communication through body percussion, allowing all students to take part regardless of prior musical experience. The academy is committed to continuing and expanding opportunities such as these, enabling whole year groups to engage with high-quality musical workshops, visiting professionals and live musical experiences that enrich the curriculum and inspire future participation in music.
The academy's extensive peripatetic programme further enhances students' musical experiences, with over 120 students currently receiving instrumental tuition. Students are regularly encouraged to perform individually and as part of ensembles, developing confidence, resilience and communication skills through public performance.
Music also plays a key role within the Performing Arts faculty. Through our close partnership with the Drama Department, students can participate in whole-school productions, combining acting, singing, instrumental performance and technical production skills. These experiences help students develop teamwork, leadership and creativity whilst contributing to the cultural life of the academy.
Within the curriculum, students regularly engage with a diverse range of musical styles, genres and traditions through listening and appraisal activities. Wherever possible, the department seeks to provide opportunities for students to experience live music through workshops, visiting musicians, enrichment activities and educational visits. These experiences broaden students' cultural understanding and inspire future participation in music both within and beyond school.
Many of these opportunities are provided free of charge, ensuring that all students can access high-quality musical experiences regardless of their background or circumstances.


In the future
This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years.
	The Albion Academy is committed to continually developing and enhancing its music provision to ensure that all students have access to high-quality musical experiences both within and beyond the classroom.
During 2026–27 and beyond, we will:
· Continue to grow our funded peripatetic instrumental programme, building on the current success of over 120 students receiving instrumental tuition.
· Introduce graded examination pathways for students receiving instrumental lessons, enabling students to gain recognised qualifications and celebrate their musical progress.
· Further strengthen progression routes from Key Stage 3 into GCSE Music through targeted enrichment opportunities and increased performance experiences.
· Establish regular KS4 Performance Evenings to provide GCSE Music students with additional opportunities to perform publicly, develop confidence and prepare for assessed performances.
· Expand opportunities for students to perform through informal concerts, showcases, assemblies and community events throughout the academic year.
· Continue to embed singing across the Key Stage 3 curriculum and increase participation in Vocal Club and other ensemble activities.
· Develop greater use of music technology to support composition, performance and creative music-making.
· Increase the visibility of music across the academy by celebrating student achievements through performances, competitions and academy communications.
· Strengthen links with external organisations and music education partners to further enrich students' musical experiences.
In Summer 2026, funding was successfully applied for to increase the department's stock of samba instruments. This investment will enable the academy to expand its extra-curricular percussion provision, allowing a greater number of students to participate in ensemble music-making and develop skills in world music performance. The additional equipment will support both curriculum and enrichment activities and provide further opportunities for collaborative performance across the school.
Through these developments, The Albion Academy aims to ensure that every student can develop their musical skills, confidence, creativity and cultural understanding, whilst fostering a lifelong appreciation and enjoyment of music.
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